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Cunninghamâ€™s classic introduction to Wicca is about how to live life magically, spiritually, and

wholly attuned with nature. It is a book of sense and common sense, not only about magick, but

about religion and one of the most critical issues of today: how to achieve the much needed and

wholesome relationship with our Earth. Cunningham presents Wicca as it is today: a gentle,

Earth-oriented religion dedicated to the Goddess and God. Wicca also includes Scott

Cunninghamâ€™s own Book of Shadows and updated appendices of periodicals and occult

suppliers.
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Mr. Cunningham has written a book for the Wiccan who is solitary either because s/he knows no

existing local compatible covens, or because s/he has no compatible person with whom to practice

Wicca. The book is very well-written. It is suitable for true beginners, but contains extensive detail

making it valuable for the more advanced Wiccan.Mr. Cunningham's Wiccan philosophy differs from

other Wiccan authors. Other authors stress Wiccan history, Wicca's established rituals, coven

membership benefits, and the apprenticeship required before Wiccan initiation. Mr. Cunningham's

philosophy emphasizes attitude rather than organization. Specifically, Mr. Cunningham discusses

specific Wiccan beliefs and goals: belief in the Goddess and God; concern for the Earth; social

consciousness; and the right not to be dominated by others. He states that sincere living and

supporting these Wiccan beliefs is more important than perfect performance of dogmatic rituals:



"Ineffective ritual kills spirituality."This philosophy seems trivial, but it mirrors (British philosopher)

Bertrand Russell's statements that ethics are more important than religious dogma. Mr.

Cunningham's philosophy is very relevant to individuals who have fled the dogma of organized

religions and who seek a more personal form of worship within Wicca.Mr. Cunningham's approach

offers much flexibility. A sincere practitioner can perform their own Wiccan initiation or have no

initiation. Brutal physical ordeals are not required within an initiation rite. An initiation rite uses

spiritual tools (chanting, visualization, meditation, etc.) to achieve ritual states of consciousness.The

book's first section discusses Wiccan Theory.
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